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| had the opportunity to study at Comenius University Bratislava in Slovakia as an exchange
student. The university is located in Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia, and is one of the most well-
known universities in the country. During my exchange, | studied at the Faculty of Management,
where | was able to experience a different learning environment and meet students from many
different countries.

During my studies, | took five courses related to entrepreneurship, which were some of my
favorite courses during the exchange. One course that impressed me the most was Emotional
Intelligence in Youth and Senior Entrepreneurship. The course focused on the importance of
emotional intelligence for entrepreneurs of different ages and levels of experience. Instead of
only learning theories, we also worked with practical examples, exercises, and presentations. |
especially enjoyed giving presentations because they gave me opportunities to practice
speaking in front of an audience. Through these courses, | not only gained academic knowledge
but also improved my English communication, presentation skills, and confidence.

Outside the classroom, | actively participated in activities organized by ESN (Erasmus Student
Network). | joined different indoor and outdoor activities and regularly participated in the
weekly Run Club. These activities gave me many opportunities to meet other exchange students
and local people. | made friends from different countries and learned about their cultures and
ways of life. Some of these friendships have continued even after the exchange ended, which is
one of the most valuable things | gained from this experience.

Another major benefit of studying abroad was the improvement in my English ability. During the
exchange, | had to communicate in English almost every day, whether in class, with friends, or
when dealing with daily matters. After using English for such a long period of time, | became
more fluent and confident in speaking. | was also fortunate to travel to different European
countries during my exchange. Traveling allowed me to experience different cultures, food, cities,
and lifestyles in person, which greatly broadened my perspective of the world.

Of course, not everything went smoothly. One of the biggest difficulties | experienced was
related to my residence permit and visa. Although we had prepared the necessary documents in
advance, the administrative process took longer than expected, and | eventually had to return to
Taiwan to deal with the situation. With assistance from Taiwan's relevant foreign affairs
authorities, | was able to obtain a visa and return to Slovakia. However, the process took almost
an additional month and resulted in extra expenses. This experience taught me that even when
we prepare carefully, unexpected situations can still happen. Instead of focusing too much on



frustration, | learned to stay calm, look for possible solutions, and accept things that were outside
my control.

| also experienced some cultural differences and occasionally encountered unfriendly or
discriminatory behavior. However, | reminded myself that the actions of a few individuals should
not represent an entire country or culture. Unfriendly people can be found anywhere in the
world. These experiences taught me to be more open-minded and, more importantly, reminded
me to treat others with respect regardless of their nationality or background.

Overall,  am very grateful that | decided to participate in this exchange program. Although there
were some difficulties related to accommodation, administration, and cultural differences, the
positive experiences were much more meaningful to me. | became more independent, more
confident in communicating with people from different backgrounds, and more willing to
explore unfamiliar environments. | am also grateful to National Sun Yat-sen University and the
Office of International Affairs for giving me this opportunity.

If I could give one suggestion, | hope exchange students could have clearer channels to seek
assistance when they encounter serious problems related to accommodation, administration, or
student rights abroad. Looking back, this exchange was not only an academic experience but
also an important period of personal growth. Even after spending almost a year exploring
different places, | realized that | have only seen a very small part of the world. This experience has
made me even more interested in discovering new places, meeting new people, and continuing
to learn about the world in the future.



