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My exchange semester at the Faculty of Information Technology (FIT), Czech Technical
University in Prague (CTU), was one of the most meaningful experiences in my university
life. CTU is one of the oldest and most prestigious technical universities in the Czech
Republic. The FIT campus is located in Dejvice, Prague, with convenient transportation and
many facilities such as libraries, dormitories, supermarkets, and restaurants nearby. Since
there were many international students on campus, | had many opportunities to
communicate and work with classmates from different countries. This not only improved
my English communication skills but also allowed me to experience different cultures and

ways of thinking.

During the semester, | took several interesting courses. My favorite course was Artificial
Intelligence Fundamentals because it combined both theoretical knowledge and
programming practice. Every week we had one lecture and one practical class. In the
practical sessions, students were encouraged to discuss different ideas and even present
their solutions to earn extra points. We completed three programming assignments and a
final project, which allowed me to apply Al algorithms instead of only learning the
concepts from textbooks. The professor was very patient and always welcomed questions,
making the learning environment friendly and encouraging. | also appreciated that
students could choose different programming languages such as Python, C++, or Java to
complete the assignments. Another course that | really enjoyed was Urban and Landscape
Planning of the 21st Century. Although it was not related to my major, it introduced
sustainable urban planning, climate change adaptation, and people-oriented city design.
The course also included field trips and a presentation about our hometowns. Through
discussions with classmates from different countries, | learned that cities can be designed

in many different ways depending on culture and social needs. This course broadened my




perspective and encouraged me to learn beyond computer science.

Besides academic learning, daily life in the Czech Republic also taught me many valuable
lessons. Since eating out was relatively expensive, | cooked most of my meals by myself. At
the beginning, my cooking was not very successful, but after a few months | became much
more confident and even started to enjoy preparing my own food. Living abroad also
required me to solve many problems independently, such as dealing with phone contracts,
transportation, and administrative procedures. Whenever | encountered difficulties, |
learned to communicate patiently through emails, phone calls, or by visiting the offices in
person. These experiences greatly improved my problem-solving skills and independence.
This exchange program brought me many benefits. Besides improving my English
communication skills, | became more independent, more patient, and more confident in
solving unexpected problems. | also learned basic cooking skills and became more willing
to step outside my comfort zone. Most importantly, meeting people from different cultural
backgrounds helped me realize that everyone has their own lifestyle and definition of
success. There is no single "correct” way to live, and people can choose different paths
while still living fulfilling lives. This realization encouraged me to think more seriously
about what | truly want instead of simply following social expectations. Looking back,  am
truly grateful for this opportunity. During my exchange semester, | also traveled to many
European countries and experienced different cultures, histories, and lifestyles. Every
journey allowed me to learn something new about the world and about myself. This
exchange experience not only strengthened my academic knowledge but also changed
the way | see life. | became more open-minded, more independent, and more confident in
making my own decisions. | believe the lessons and memories from this exchange will

continue to inspire me in both my future studies and my personal life.




