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My exchange semester at Kiel University was one of the most meaningful experiences of my life. It not only
broadened my academic knowledge but also challenged me to become more independent, confident, and open-

minded.

Academically, the course that impressed me the most was Business Taxation in Europe. Unlike the taxation courses |
had taken in Taiwan, this course focused on German and European Union tax systems and examined how differences
in tax laws influence multinational companies’ decisions on business structures and investment locations. Through
case studies, | learned that tax competition is not only about different tax rates but also about different tax bases,
profit calculations, and regulations designed to prevent tax avoidance and double taxation. The intensive teaching

format, engaging discussions, and practical examples made the course both interesting and rewarding.



Outside the classroom, | took every opportunity to travel throughout Germany and neighboring European countries.
Some of these trips were solo journeys, which pushed me to become more independent. | encountered delayed
trains, last-minute schedule changes, language barriers, and navigation problems, all of which required me to make
quick decisions and solve problems on my own. Visiting places that | had previously only seen in textbooks
transformed abstract historical knowledge into vivid personal experiences. | also observed different transportation

systems, local customs, and lifestyles, making every trip a valuable learning opportunity.

Living in Germany also gave me the chance to meet people from many different cultural backgrounds. My dormitory
roommates were all German students, while many of my friends came from countries such as South Korea and
Egypt. Through daily conversations, | learned about different educational systems, cultural traditions, and life
choices. These interactions helped me realize that there is no single “correct” way to live; every society has
developed its own values and perspectives. They also strengthened my intercultural communication skills and

encouraged me to appreciate diversity.

One memorable challenge occurred when a glass bowl suddenly shattered in my dormitory, causing a deep cut on
my finger. Since | was alone, | had to remain calm and seek help myself. A local pharmacist provided first aid and
referred me to a nearby clinic, while my German roommate later accompanied me and helped explain the situation.
Thanks to the support of both the pharmacist and my roommate, | received prompt medical treatment. This
experience taught me the importance of staying calm, making use of available resources, and asking for help when

necessary.

Perhaps my greatest personal growth came from overcoming my fear of communicating with strangers. At first, |
worried that my English and German were not good enough. However, | gradually realized that communication does
not require perfect language skills. A few simple German words, gestures, or even a translation app were often
enough to start conversations. Over time, | began to enjoy talking with local people on trains, in shops, and while
traveling. These conversations became some of my most unforgettable memories and greatly increased my

confidence.

Looking back, this exchange experience taught me much more than academic knowledge. It helped me become
more independent, adaptable, courageous, and willing to embrace new challenges. | also realized that being twenty-
three and exploring the world from this unique stage of life is an opportunity that cannot be repeated. For students
considering an exchange program, | encourage them to step outside their comfort zones, actively interact with local
people, and embrace unexpected experiences. Those moments often become the most valuable lessons. Finally, |
highly recommend Kiel as an exchange destination. Its safe environment, relaxed atmosphere, pleasant summer

weather, and convenient location make it an excellent place to study, live, and explore Europe.



