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From August 2025 to June 2026, | had the opportunity to study abroad as an exchange student
at the University of Mannheim in Germany, where | took courses in the field of International
Business. Looking back, this exchange program was far more than fulfilling an academic
requirement. It was a life-changing experience that broadened my perspective, boosted my
confidence, and helped me grow both academically and personally. Throughout these months, |
learned not only from the lectures, but also from the people | met, the cultures | experienced, and

the challenges | overcame.

The University of Mannheim is recognized for its excellence in business, management, and
economics. One of its most distinctive features is its campus, which is built within the historic
Mannheim Palace. Walking through a centuries-old baroque palace while attending classes in
modern classrooms is quite an experience. The university also offers excellent learning facilities,
including several libraries with individual study spaces, discussion rooms, and quiet areas to
accommodate different learning styles. In addition, multiple cafeterias and cafés on campus
made daily life convenient, while the large international student community created

opportunities to interact with people from diverse cultural backgrounds.

During my exchange, | took six courses: Marketing Management Decisions, Behavioral Finance,



Marketing Strategy, Crowdfunding for Ecological Entrepreneurship, Design Thinking & Corporate
Hacker, and Social Media Marketing. Compared with my previous learning experience in Taiwan,
classes in Germany placed much greater emphasis on discussion and participation, and | got to

interact with classmates from different countries.

Among all the courses, Design Thinking & Corporate Hacker was the one that | found the most
intriguing. Unlike the traditional approach of teaching, the course used workshops, interactive
activities, and teamwork to guide students through the process of solving real-world problems
creatively. Working with classmates from different backgrounds allowed me to appreciate how
cultural diversity could lead to different perspectives and more innovative solutions. Another
valuable lesson from this course was learning how to work with artificial intelligence rather than
depending on it. Creativity, critical thinking, and collaboration remain essential skills in today's

rapidly changing world, and this course encouraged me to develop those abilities.

Apart from learning, | participated in the university orientation program and several ESN
(Erasmus Student Network) events, including an international dinner and a picnic. These activities
helped me better adapt to my new environment and connect with other exchange students.

These friendships became one of the most valuable aspects of my exchange experience.

During weekends and semester breaks, | traveled to thirteen countries and more than forty cities

across Europe. Every journey became a learning experience rather than simply a vacation.



Planning transportation, accommodation, budgets, and itineraries independently improved my
organizational skills while allowing me to experience different histories, cultures, and lifestyles

firsthand. All of my travels were unforgettable and will be treasured in my heart forever.

However, unexpected challenges still arise. It occurred while traveling from the Czech Republic to
Vienna. Although our bus was supposed to be a direct service, operational changes
unexpectedly left us stranded late at night. After the initial confusion and frustration, we calmed
ourselves down and searched for alternative transportation and eventually reached our
destination safely. Afterwards, we contacted the bus company with supporting documents and
successfully received a refund. This experience reminded me that staying calm and solving

problems step by step is more effective than worrying about situations beyond control.

Another challenge involved sharing a dormitory with a roommate whose late gatherings
frequently disrupted the shared kitchen and common areas. Instead of avoiding the situation, |
chose to communicate openly and respectfully. Through discussion, we reached a mutual
understanding and improved our living environment. Being able to adapt and speak up are

essential when living in an international community.

One of the biggest cultural differences | encountered was Germany's railway system. Unlike
Taiwan's highly punctual public transportation, train delays and cancellations were a part of

everyday life. At first, | found this annoying, but | gradually learned to leave extra time in my



schedule and prepare backup plans whenever | traveled.

Looking back, my greatest personal growth would be to trust myself more instead of merely
depending on others. Before studying abroad, | often preferred having friends accompany me
when traveling, eating, or exploring new places. However, living in Europe showed me that many
people comfortably enjoyed these experiences on their own. Gradually, | learned to explore new
places independently, and appreciate the freedom | have. Being alone does not mean being
lonely, it allowed me to understand myself better and become more confident in handling

unfamiliar situations.

Overall, this exchange program enhanced my cross-cultural communication and teamwork skills,
broadened my international perspective, and developed my problem-solving abilities. More
importantly, it taught me how to live independently, manage my daily life, and face unexpected

challenges with confidence.

Finally, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the donors of the scholarship. Living in
Germany is undoubtedly more expensive than living in Taiwan, and this scholarship greatly
reduced my financial burden. It allowed me to focus on my studies, participate in university
activities, and fully experience different cultures without constantly worrying about expenses.
Although | would still have completed the exchange program because it was one of my

graduation requirements, the scholarship enabled me to make the most of this opportunity.



This exchange experience was not simply a period of studying abroad, it was a journey of
personal growth. It taught me to embrace uncertainty, respect different cultures, and believe in
my own ability to overcome challenges. | sincerely appreciate the generosity and support of the
scholarship donors. In the future, | hope to pass on this kindness by supporting others whenever

| have the opportunity, just as | was supported throughout this amazing chapter of my life.



