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My six-month exchange experience at Duale Hochschule Baden-Wiirttemberg (DHBW) in Germany
was definitely one of the most unforgettable experiences of my life. DHBW is a public university in Baden-
Wiirttemberg and is well known for its dual-study system, which combines academic learning with practical
experience. For exchange students, business courses are mainly held at the Ravensburg campus. Ravensburg
is a quiet and safe town in southwestern Germany. The courses are usually quite intensive, but since each

term lasts only three months, students also have some flexibility to plan their free time and travel.

Among all the courses I took, the one that benefited me the most was Business Simulation: Going Global.
German and international students were mixed into groups and worked together to run a virtual company
through a business simulation game. In each round, we had to make different business decisions, such as how
much to produce, how to set prices, and whether to expand into new markets. After each round, the results
were announced and we discussed why certain decisions led to certain outcomes. I found this a fun and
practical way to understand the connection between business decisions and market performance. It also gave
me many opportunities to interact with German students. My favorite course was Intercultural Cooking,
where students from different countries introduced their cultures through food. I really enjoyed sharing

Taiwanese food with everyone and learning about other cultures in such a relaxed and fun environment.

Outside the classroom, most international exchange students were placed in the same dormitory, so I had



many opportunities to cook, chat, and hang out with people from different countries. The international student
organization also organized various activities, such as ice skating, brewery visits, and parties. Since Germany
is located relatively centrally in Europe, I was also able to travel to many different countries during my
exchange. Although Ravensburg is quite far from major airports and traveling to other countries sometimes
required a few extra hours by train, it is close to Switzerland and there are also many interesting places to

explore nearby. With a little planning, it was still possible to fit in quite a lot of trips.

This exchange experience greatly improved my English because I had to communicate in English almost
every day. I also unexpectedly improved my Korean after meeting several Korean students. More importantly,
living abroad on my own taught me how to become more independent and deal with unexpected situations.
For example, German trains were often delayed or cancelled, so I gradually learned to stay calm, check the
next available train, and find alternative routes. Living with roommates from different countries also taught
me that everyone has different habits, and that communication and compromise are important when living

together.

I think the biggest thing I gained from this exchange was realizing that many things are actually not as
difficult as they seem. Before taking action, I often imagined all kinds of problems that might happen, which
sometimes made me hesitate to even get started. From applying for the exchange program and getting my
visa to eventually living abroad on my own, I was worried that I would not be able to handle everything. In
the end, however, I managed to deal with each challenge one by one. This experience gave me more

confidence in myself and taught me how to adapt to different environments.

Finally, I would definitely recommend DHBW Ravensburg as an exchange university. Although it may not
be one of the most well-known universities, I had a really positive experience with the international office,
the local students, and the overall study and living environment. Ravensburg is a quiet and relaxing town with
a good sense of safety. If you prefer a slower-paced lifestyle while still having the chance to meet people from
all over the world, I think DHBW Ravensburg would be a great choice for an exchange. And if you are
thinking about applying for an exchange but are worried about whether you can adapt, my advice is simple:
don’t overthink it—just go for it! You may find that many of the things you were worried about are actually

not as scary as you imagined.



