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Universitdt Hamburg (UHH) is one of the major centers of higher education and academic research in
northern Germany and one of the largest comprehensive research universities in the country. During my
six-month exchange, I was enrolled in the Faculty of Economics, where I had the opportunity to

experience a different academic environment and explore new ways of learning.

Academically, I took three courses, including a German language course and two professional courses.
These courses adopted different teaching formats, which allowed me to experience a learning style that
was different from what I was used to in Taiwan. For example, one of my courses, Advanced English:
Professional Oral and Writing Skills, focused on practical communication skills for the workplace. We
learned how to write a professional CV and cover letter and how to present ourselves effectively in job
interviews. As part of the course, we had to submit our own CV and cover letter. We also participated in
two one-on-one mock interviews, in which we took turns playing both the interviewer and the candidate.
Through these activities, I not only improved my English communication skills but also gained a better

understanding of how to prepare for my future career.

Beyond academics, I learned a great deal from living abroad. First of all, I became a more independent
person who could deal with unexpected and difficult situations on my own. During the exchange, I had
to handle many practical challenges, such as visa issues, flight delays, changes in travel plans, and daily
life problems. Although these situations were sometimes stressful, they taught me to stay calm, think

critically, and find solutions instead of relying on others.




Second, my English speaking skills improved significantly during the six months. I lived in an
international dormitory with people from around ten different countries, so English became our common
language. We used English not only in daily conversations but also when discussing different cultures,
experiences, and opinions. I realized that being surrounded by an English-speaking environment was one
of the most effective ways to improve my communication skills. More importantly, I became more

confident about expressing my thoughts in English.

Finally, I made many new friends from different parts of the world. I did not expect that I would meet
people from so many countries in Hamburg and develop meaningful friendships with them. Although we
sometimes had different opinions because of our different cultural backgrounds, these conversations
helped me understand how people from different parts of the world think and see the same issue from

different perspectives.

Living in Hamburg was also a unique experience. Compared with more bustling cities such as Berlin or
Munich, Hamburg has a calm and relaxed atmosphere that provides a peaceful environment for living. I
enjoyed going to flea markets, cafés, and parks with my friends from England, Italy, Finland, and other

countries. The slower pace of life in Hamburg is something I really enjoyed and came to appreciate.

An unforgettable 6 months exchange in Universitdit Hamburg has come to an end. I fully love the choice
of going on an exchange in Germany, mostly because of Hamburg is really an adorable city, and the

people I met there had made my life colorful.




