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When | decided to study abroad in Germany, | expected to gain academic knowledge,




travel around Europe, and experience a different culture. While all of those things became
important parts of my exchange year, what | remember most now is how much | grew as a

person through everyday life.

The University of Hamburg provided a highly international environment. As a student
within the Faculty of Business, Economics and Social Sciences (WISO), | met exchange
students from all over the world, particularly many Erasmus students from across Europe.
The university also offered numerous activities through programs such as PIASTA, which

helped international students connect and experience German culture beyond academics.

Among the courses | took, Game Theory was my favorite. Unlike many courses that focus
mainly on memorization, this class encouraged logical thinking and strategic analysis. The
professor frequently used examples from daily life, movies, and simulations to explain
complex concepts, making the lessons both practical and engaging. | found myself looking
forward to each class because every topic challenged me to think differently and consider

situations from multiple perspectives.

Outside the classroom, daily life became an education of its own. When | first arrived in
Germany, | had to figure out many things independently, including health insurance, city
registration, mobile phone contracts, and other administrative procedures. Since my
dormitory was not immediately available, | also had to arrange temporary
accommodation. Although these situations were sometimes stressful, they gradually

taught me how to stay calm, search for information, and solve problems on my own.

Traveling became another important part of my exchange year. During my time abroad, |
visited ten countries across Europe. Every destination offered something different,
whether it was local food, museums, architecture, or cultural traditions. Planning
transportation, accommodation, and itineraries independently gave me confidence and

flexibility, especially when unexpected situations occurred.




At the same time, living in Germany gave me the opportunity to improve both my English
and German. In the beginning, even simple train announcements were difficult to
understand for me. Since most announcements were only made in German, | often relied
on translation apps to figure out what was happening. Over time, | became more familiar
with the language and could understand important information without translating every

word.

Perhaps the biggest change happened in my daily life. In Taiwan, | was always busy with
classes, assignments, part-time work, and other responsibilities. In Germany, | suddenly
had much more free time. Instead of constantly filling my schedule, | learned to enjoy a
slower pace of life. | spent time reading books, running in parks, cooking for myself,
learning new hobbies, and simply enjoying my own company. For the first time in a long

while, I had the chance to slow down and reflect on what | truly enjoyed.

Looking back, the most valuable lesson | learned was that not everything needs to go
according to plan. Before coming to Germany, | often liked having everything organized in
advance. However, studying abroad taught me that unexpected situations are a natural
part of life. Trains get delayed, plans change, and things do not always happen the way you
expect. At first, these moments felt frustrating, but eventually | realized that many of my

best memories came from situations | had never planned for.

Overall, this exchange year broadened my perspective, introduced me to lifelong
friendships, and gave me the confidence to step outside my comfort zone. More
importantly, it taught me to embrace uncertainty and enjoy the unexpected. If | had the
chance to make the decision again, | would still choose to spend this year abroad without

hesitation.




