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[School Introduction)
1.Location
Bolzano is located in northern Italy (Bolzano — Alto Adige/Suidtirol), close to the Austrian border. Because
it was the territory of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the past and ceded to Italy after World War 1. We
can see the different language which is Italian and German in the city.
The Free University of Bolzano has three campuses.The faculty of computer science, art and design,
science and technology, economic management locate in the center of Bolzano.The faculty of education
and tourism is in the other two campuses.
The function in the city center is quite convenient. There are many supermarkets, pharmacies, and
restaurants. We also can buy some asian food or ingredients in Asian supermarkets by walking around 15
minutes. There also have Decathlon in shopping mall on the south side of Bolzano.

2.Curriculum System

The course system is different with Taiwan. The same course will be taken 2-4 days a week, and
sometimes there are no class for a week, so just remember to check the class dates on Cockpit (App/
Webpage) for personal timetable occasionally.

The student ID card can be added value, it can be used to pay for photocopying fees in the library or to pay
for meals at unibar.

For the final exam, we need to enroll we exams 5 days before dates of exam on Cockpit in usual. We will
receive an email notification from the school. However, we must fill in the teaching evaluation before
enrolling.

[Courses in Unibz]
1.Wine Economics (recommended)
Drinking wine with delicious meals every day is very common in Europe, but it's happened in Taiwan
every day. Taking this course we will learn newest knowledge of wine. The first part of syllabus introduces
the types of grapes, origins in Europe, market supply and demand, etc. The second part of syllabus is
talking about wine market prices and investment with economic models(Hedonic Pricing Model), even
talking about climate Change and Sustainability or wine fraud.

2.Microeconomics

The syllabus is similar to Taiwan. There will be six online open-book quizzes in this course, and the best
scores of the four will be taken as an average. The average score must exceed 18 points out of 30, then
we'll allow to enroll the final exam. In addition to the main class, there are 2-3 days of after-school
exercises every week with teaching assistants who will lead the students to solve the questions together.

[Life in EU)
1. Application documents
No matter which country we will stay, when in Rome, do as the Romans do. For example, the blog
mentions that applying for a residence permit in Italy will need to wait fews months to get it. If it
compared with Taiwan, it's the different efficient. Once we get used to their slow-paced life, we just
finished what we should do and then wait for the agency to notify us someday. No rush in Europe.

2. Dormitory life

I live in a single room in Rainerum, so the people I meet usually in the kitchen. There are fewer Asian
faces in Bolzano than in Milano so the students who also live in Rainerum they well be curious about you.
If you want to make more foreign friends, the kitchen will be a good place (or you can also participate in
more activities organized by Erasmus for local exchange students in Europe), and you can also do cooking
exchanges because they don't see much soup dishes like noodles soup or hot spot in Italian cuisine. It's
new things for them.



[Reflection on being exchange student]
1. Broaden my horizon
During the half-year exchange period, most of people I met are more in the road than in the school.
Sometime we just chatted few minutes, sometime we added each other on Instagram. It will let us know
more newest and direct understanding of which country they come from. For example, I met a Malaysian
guy in Zermatt hostel. We exchange our own dishes and I also had the experience that Muslims eat the rice
with their hands. Or [ met a young couple when I joined the local red line tour in Cappadocia. The boy is
from Colombian and the girl is from Moroccan. They met in the United States, and now they work in
UAE. We had lunch together and we also knew more about both side country like How is the vibe over
there? Does the covid have any impact? etc. Maybe we won't meet again in the future, but in that moment I
really feel that I step out of my comfort zone. The whole experience I won't get them, if I still stay in
Taiwan. It is very interesting to get new knowledge, and it will also increase my horizon.

2.Know myself more

I can get to know myself more and have a dialogue with myself on the road when I travel alone. When I
traveled to Turkey. I need to buy the ticket from ticket machine. I keep trying to insert 100 TL into the
machine but it not accepted. Turn out the machine only accept the upper limit of 70 TL. Or I hang out with
my friend during the Christmas holiday, we do not know where can do rapid test in that city. My friend
always ask the staff at the hostel counter directly, while I prefer to google the information by myself. The
stories said that I am actually used to solving problems by myself instead of going to get someone for help
first.

[Exchange student life review]
I browsed some articles and these sentences can represent my feelings for the past six months.
Lin, Hwai Min said that the places you have been to when you are young, it will have an influence on you,
which is the nourishment of your life, because you have been there, and you will accumulate things for
yourself in every place. Andou Tadao said that a person is lost in a different place: loneliness, struggle ,
gasping, shouting, and being able to make judgments in a split second to survive, is born with the unique
potential of a person, which makes this person.
Thanks my family for supporting me and the friends I met in traveling All these fates have increased
enjoyment of journey in the past six months. I also want to thank myself for the courage to be backpacker
in many countries.



