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Yonsei University, established in 1885, is one of South Korea’ s top private universities, known for its
outstanding academic reputation and international influence. It attracts exchange and international students
from all over the world. The campus combines historic European-style architecture with modern facilities, and
one of its most iconic buildings 18 Underwood Hall, a historic red-brick building frequently featured in Korean
dramas.

Yonse1 University offers excellent academic resources, including two large libraries that provide a quiet and
well-equipped study environment. The campus 1s also highly convenient, with student cafeterias, a post office,
banks, bookstores, and a health center for medical services. I stayed at SK Global House, a dormitory designed
for international students. The dormitory includes useful facilities such as a laundry room, kitchen, and gym.
Each floor has study rooms and lounges, and there is a convenience store, student cafeteria, and café right
downstairs.

During my exchange semester, I took three courses: Intensive Korean Learning, Beginning Korean Writing,
and Topics on Korean Language and Culture. These courses helped me improve both my Korean and English
skills, and I became more confident in conversing with people from different cultural backgrounds. Among
these, the Intensive Korean Learning course was the most beneficial for me. It was a Korean language
immersion course offered by the Yonsei University Language Institute, with classes three times a week, two
hours per session. The course covered listening, speaking, reading, and writing, making it a well-rounded
program for serious language learners.

Although the cost of an exchange semester in Korea 1s significantly lower than in Europe or the U.S., the cost
of living in Seoul 1s still much higher than in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, especially for dining out. A typical meal
costs around 200, which can become expensive if eating out for all three meals. To save money, I often had
breakfast and lunch from convenience stores or bought simple groceries like salads from supermarkets. Since
Korea primarily uses credit cards and mobile payment systems, I recommend future exchange students apply
for a low-fee international credit card before going abroad. This exchange experience has also helped me
develop better budgeting habits. The many shopping and entertainment temptations in Korea require careful
spending management to avoid unnecessary purchases.

Although I had already completed my graduation credits in Taiwan, I still aimed for good grades and wanted to
make time for paper writing during my exchange. As a result, I had to balance my academic responsibilities
with sightseeing. On weekends when I didn’ t travel outside of Seoul, I typically spent one day exploring the
city and another day studying in a café or the library.

Taiwan and Korea share many cultural similarities but also have distinct differences. Through Mentors Club, I
learned from Korean friends that universities in Korea are much more competitive, with 24-hour self-study
rooms in libraries and many 24-hour cafés in the Sinchon. However, despite the academic pressure, Yonsei
students also enjoy many exciting events. The most memorable for me was the Yonsei-Korea University rivalry
game (ZESEK), an annual sports event between the two schools. I was thrilled to participate in this tradition,
wearing blue and joining the cheering squad to sing fight songs—an unforgettable experience.

Studying abroad at Yonsei University was an invaluable experience that allowed me to grow academically,
culturally, and personally. It broadened my perspective and strengthened my independence. For future




exchange students considering Korea, I highly recommend learning basic Korean before arrival, planning

coursework and travel in advance, and making an effort to interact with local students. If given another chance,

I would have spent more time engaging with Korean students to experience university life in Korea more
deeply. Overall, I am incredibly grateful for this exchange experience, as it pushed me beyond my comfort
zone and inspired me to explore the world more independently in the future.
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