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Founded in 1906, EDHEC Business School is one of French top business schools and is
recognized globally for its excellence in finance, business management, and
entrepreneurship. It is part of the prestigious "Grandes Ecoles" system and holds the Triple
Crown accreditation (EQUIS, AACSB, and AMBA), a distinction achieved by less than 1% of




business schools worldwide. There are 5 campuses of EDHEC: Lille (main campus), Nice,
Paris, London, and Singapore. EDHEC has over 80 student clubs covering business
competitions, culture, sports, and innovation. Besides, EDHEC supports students with
mentorship, funding, and networking opportunities.

During the semester, | have selected 6 courses: Introduction to data analysis, Fundamentals
of economics, French language course, Excel for business, Economics, and Multivariate
data analysis. These courses help me to dig into specific knowledge and get to know what

skills I might need in the future.

Since the information available online is quite limited, sometimes | have to rely on asking
around or figuring things out on my own. For example, when | was applying for a French
visa, | realized that my visa expiration date was earlier than my planned return date.
However, the process of extending a student visa was too complicated, so | opted for a
simpler solution—I had to leave the Schengen Area and then re-enter France.

When [ first arrived in France, | struggled to find a store that sold hair dryers. | searched
through all the nearby supermarkets and convenience stores, but | couldn” t find one. As a
result, | had to endure sleeping with wet hair for three nights. Eventually, with the help of a
cashier at Carrefour, | learned about the existence of “E.Leclerc,” a large supermarket,
which has since become my go-to place for weekly groceries.

| gradually adapted to daily life in France—having “pain au chocolat” every morning,
only to find out that if | left it in the fridge, it might get stolen. The dormitory didn’ t have
surveillance cameras in shared areas, and when | reported the issue, the dorm manager
simply said there was nothing they could do. In the end, | had no choice but to accept the
loss and remind my roommates to lock their doors. This experience taught me the

importance of protecting my belongings.

During my exchange, | truly feel that my problem-solving skills have improved significantly.
In France, there are always frustrating administrative issues to deal with. Getting assistance
from staff often takes 2—-3 weeks, and sometimes, no one even responds. For urgent
matters, you really have to rely on yourself. It' s essential to “prepare in advance/’
whether it’ s about visa applications, renting an apartment, applying for France’ s
housing subsidy (CAF), setting up a French mobile plan, or other daily life challenges.
Thinking ahead about possible issues, necessary documents, and essential supplies can
help prevent frustration or forgetfulness, whether in France or while traveling in Europe.




| highly recommend that students going on exchange to France apply for CAF (housing
allowance). Make sure to prepare all required documents (such as *a translated and
notarized birth certificate*). | personally received €190 per month, which significantly
reduced my financial burden. Additionally, when signing any official documents, always

read them carefully!

For example, | opened a BNP Paribas bank account in France. Normally, French banks
charge a monthly account maintenance fee, but since | opened my account through a
school partnership, my contract clearly stated that the first year’ s fees were waved, along
with an €80 opening bonus. If you’ re in a similar situation, don’ t let the bank wrongfully

charge you—speak up and dispute it! Always be polite but firm when requesting a refund.

Ultimately, when you’ re abroad, the people you can rely on the most are yourself and
your friends. Stay connected with them, exchange useful information, and take advantage
of the many helpful resources offered by the school. Also, don’ t be afraid to try new

things—you might just realize that things aren’ t as difficult as they seem!




