17 P LI RBHE R E/AHE (2 RZHRE)/BHEL
BREIREE LS E
BREN

FEKAR BN B AP BRAPERAN A RE] - P ERAM——FBEII KRS - BRERA - KiREZEP
BAEWDPL - BRIEMEKR - BHZEENELERE  2EEMREEAM TS - ERFFEFHERERELY
30 P& - PERRSHERSEILTEAS - BREXRS - 80HE -

FEAE  BERDMIETREARSEMEESRE - FEURSEREO - EEHREE FRMAMEREA
F10niE - REVREZ -  EARTHEBABEUEARE - /NEE - KB - |iE - TEHEREHN
K2 - TREARBRAEO - 2RIE—RE BER - #iR - BBEEE FRMBERL 20 & - TR
H-RRABEAREREZRHEMMNARE - BIFT - BE - REERE - HEBARKE ; BEHEEECH
RIFR - HERRBIBERE—RIRAER ; FRAEZERREEE - BBEUBANNERE - BRBEKFE -
FETEE -

BISMHE ZERIZEH (A ) HERERS/REHRRRE

MARRERE D BrESaie - UiRR2ETOHR - 748 A1~ A2-B1 B2 Cl - C2 NEZH -
AREERE  CREH  CwEBERBPIZEMo MR - BEAJDRBASGRETER  EEES
BCRENRE (B1~B2 MWEEAREHIRAR N3~N2 ZE) - LFNARREEEEEEHEERR
21 EREB2 OEEANEY ZEH)

EERTHMAENREERER/EHN—2  IESBIEEZRHEEBN—ZR - EES
HWREABT D BREMERS D - IF2HNERE - ZMKk 7 -8 HE ( E2HEE " 2IREH
) THAREFS  FRARBEBANABTETRENARE  ERZMNECHNBZELM -
BFBHREAZEARS - ZEZEBEEELN 10 DENXGEENE - SEAEEECHEH
BHRABRETRSLEHSBETHHENR - TERFEIEADONEE - BRESHFRTEZE
HOWHX I AKIRRESD -

2. BBl (FMZEF EH)

TRRcMEBBERHERER  FAXRBARAETENHELHREAS - LREAREE  BRE
ZEEER - UM B ZEREZFMRENK—1% - EMRE LRREBEHZE - TEAEKEBCHE
ZWEZEA - FILUREP TR IAMFFZINENEEETON - REBAEBEROXE - BEt®
BECREZNOTAHEXERE - BREPAMNABHEARBERERBGETH -

BISMIE 2 ETREE (R )

MIKKBEE ERATENMERE  REESFRRAN - BPE8NAEERRE - EXLHIKK
BHEZ2HAF—E - BIERIEBRBRIIKABZRRRNE 22BN EBRERESN - P EEEIER
ZRBEAN - BERMOEAZHET AwE2THEBHERA (BSERSOINBHEZEEZD 20
g ) BB RBAREPEZELED - BTHESRBEA S HEZLEEHEENS T - BEESRRA
#5ETEH®E 26,000~35,000 ZfE © BRUEZ b - B2 HARREET 275 - BBERAILOTR



EMONABRIEEEERERSNAE MEHAEAGKRERE - BEMERIRED - 28D
VBHFZEREEAKS -

MABDEARBBEBA—ESEHF  —REEABFERZASHHE  ZBBHPHINURNA
AR ERBMRETOM - IWEBCHHNEEN - &REMTR - BIMIEBAIBRIB R I LUH—
LERENAFE (R /\ERBEESE ) ERBERIERBIERILUEARENZIREYD -

Rg/MEZBIENE (FIRGITIR )

1. HRERSRERBEEDAERF

2. BRHAZARBEROGIAR - BEREREEH

3. REREBSINVER - BRIRTZIMIBREMEREEEN

RIREEE

HARBMBEAREZEFFAR—F - HRALETERABEENESK Y - BREAR - #EBERXHS
EMoEETRRESREZECHEEREPREESHE - ERMTERNEED - BRMLESY - W@
I—REBRRZBMZE - BoUBLERECEEAENEL - WBCIENBRZE " HEULHE
ORAEARBNEMAETROR - - ALEVEER EFRSHERRBANET TEE - IR 7R
AS—PFIEABEREBRIPGER - BB 7 —EHEBPNAHBHNHAELR - RANESRAERK
B a2 R HEREIRBAORE - BBRERRIECHIRRERENRES - RILRERS
AR BRI I IRE HEENRRERARE - imS g —)IER -



BXILSIRE

Exchange Experience at the University of the Ryukyus

The University of the Ryukyus (Ryudai) is the only national university in Okinawa, located in Nishihara,
Nakagami District. Situated near the center of Okinawa’s main island, the campus boasts extensive grounds and
abundant natural scenery. While it is in a slightly suburban area, it is about a 30-minute drive from Naha City,
the largest urban center in Okinawa. The weather in Okinawa is similar to northern Taiwan—humid with

frequent rain.
Accommodation Options

Ryudai offers two main dormitory areas for students: Senbaru Dormitory and the International House. The
International House is located near the south gate of the campus, less than a 10-minute walk from the main
classroom buildings. It offers private rooms equipped with a bathroom, kitchenette, refrigerator, wardrobe, and a
comfortable mattress. Senbaru Dormitory, located near the north gate, consists of General Halls, Mixed Halls,
and New Halls. The General Halls have single rooms but require sharing showers, toilets, and kitchens with
roommates. The soundproofing is poor, and rooms lack wardrobes. Mixed Halls provide private toilets but
otherwise share the same conditions as General Halls. The New Halls are similar to the International House, with
private bathrooms and kitchenettes, though refrigerators must be purchased separately. The walk to the main

classroom buildings from Senbaru takes about 20 minutes.
Academic Learning (In-Class Experiences)

Most of the courses offered to exchange students at Ryudai are language courses, categorized into six levels: Al,
A2, Bl1, B2, Cl, and C2. Levels A are the most basic, while C levels are the most advanced. A placement test is
conducted before the semester starts, allowing students to enroll in courses that match their proficiency level.

Below are two recommended courses based on my experience:
1. Japanese Listening B2 (Instructor: Tomari Seiko)

This was the most challenging course I took, requiring significant preparation each week. The semester
was divided into two parts. In the first half, we practiced listening skills using a Japanese drama (“Do Not
Say Mystery”), with no subtitles provided. We completed worksheets prepared by the instructor, focusing
on understanding the dialogues. In the second half, we worked on individual presentations. Each student
chose a 10-minute segment from a talk show and delivered a report, followed by group discussions.

While demanding, this course greatly improved my Japanese listening comprehension.
2. Japanese Conversation B1 (Instructor: Chinen Keiko)

This course focused on practicing daily conversation topics. The instructor provided handouts weekly,
and the class atmosphere was lively and enjoyable. Since the class only allowed Japanese as the medium

of communication, and students couldn’t pair with peers from the same country, I had opportunities to



interact with students from diverse cultural backgrounds. This encouraged me to think creatively about

expressing myself in Japanese and built my confidence in using the language.
Daily Life and Extracurricular Learning

One of the biggest challenges at Ryudai is transportation. Without a car, life can be inconvenient, as public buses
are expensive and not always frequent. Most students at Ryudai own cars, so I strongly recommend exchange
students have a driver’s license. Renting a car is a convenient option, whether for grocery shopping (the nearest
supermarket is at least a 20-minute walk from the dormitories) or weekend trips around Okinawa. Rental prices,
including insurance, range from ¥26,000 to ¥35,000 per month. Additionally, traveling to Japan’s main islands is
relatively easy from Okinawa. There is a direct bus from Chihara Dormitory’s nearby stop to Naha Airport, and

domestic flight tickets are affordable, offering plenty of opportunities to explore mainland Japan during breaks.

Each exchange student is paired with a local “Buddy” at Ryudai. Buddies assist with administrative tasks upon
arrival and are a great resource for practicing Japanese and making local friends. I recommend bringing small
gifts from Taiwan (e.g., tea bags or snacks) as tokens of appreciation and conversation starters when meeting

new people.
Benefits of the Exchange Program

Significant improvement in Japanese listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.
2. Building friendships with peers from various countries, enhancing cultural understanding and
international perspectives.

3. Experiencing authentic Japanese daily life beyond that of a tourist.
Reflections and Suggestions

Studying abroad at Ryudai, whether for six months or a year, is a unique opportunity to experience a different
way of life. As the time is limited, I recommend future exchange students reflect on their goals before arrival.
What skills do you want to develop? What experiences are you looking for? Having clear objectives can help

you make the most of your exchange experience.

My personal goal was to overcome my fear of speaking Japanese with locals. To achieve this, I prioritized
courses that focused on speaking and listening. I also audited a Chinese course offered to local students, which
allowed me to meet Japanese students interested in learning Chinese. The language courses at Ryudai are
rigorous, and even within one semester, I noticed significant progress in my Japanese abilities. For students
looking to enhance their language skills, Ryudai is an excellent choice. I wish all future exchange students a

fulfilling and memorable experience!



