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During the 2025-2026 academic year, I had the chance to study at Emlyon Business School, Lyon campus. The
Lyon campus is relatively new, with excellent facilities and a convenient location near the metro station. I also

had the chance to visit the Paris campus on one of my trips there.

I majored in Digital Marketing during the first semester of my exchange program. The courses were very
demanding, but I learned a lot through hands-on projects and case studies. My favorite class has to be "Search
Engine Marketing", where I learned how to develop strategies to help a brand's website rank higher in web
search results. Another course that I enjoyed was "Strategic Access to Market". I took this in the second
semester. The professor taught through case studies and group projects. What I got most out of that class was

learning how to communicate patiently when my teammates couldn't come to a conclusion on a topic.

Traveling took a big part of my exchange program, and it taught me a lot as well. Going to different countries
made me realize the things I took for granted in Taiwan is a privilege in other countries. For example, in Taiwan,
people usually wait for others to get off the public transport before getting on, and people always line up. But
that's not the case in Europe.

As for the benefits, living alone for a decent period of time made me have a clearer idea of what I really need:
personal space. It also taught me more about my own personality. I also stopped taking things for granted, as |
have mentioned before, like the convenience and the society's behavior in Taiwan. However, the number one

benefit is that the major I took also became the field that I would like to work in.

I didn't run into any major problems while abroad, except I missed my connecting flight in Istanbul on the way
home, which left me stuck at the airport for 14 hours before I could catch the next flight back to Taiwan. Other
than that, everything was manageable for me. Since I've lived abroad since I was young, handling things

independently wasn't new to me, and communication wasn't a problem either since I had already learned basic

French before going.

Looking back, this experience helped me understand myself better. Having a lot of time to just think, without
people around interrupting, was something I really enjoyed. It also made me think more about appreciation in
general, things like the convenience and order in Taiwan, or being able to spend time with family and friends,
which I used to take for granted. At the same time, I've come to appreciate the time I spent studying in Europe,
knowing that once I enter the workforce, I probably won't get this kind of freedom to plan my life around travel

again.

As for suggestions, I think future exchange students should look into local ingredients and cooking before they
go. Lyon does have Asian grocery stores, but going to local supermarkets and finding ingredients you don't see
in Taiwan ended up being one of my favorite parts of the exchange. I also noticed a lot of Taiwanese exchange
students mostly stick with other Taiwanese or Chinese students. I think the school should encourage more
interaction between exchange students and local students, so students can see the world from a different

perspective.



