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My five-month exchange semester at the University of Freiburg (Albert-Ludwigs-Universitiat Freiburg) in
Germany was an extraordinary chapter of my academic and personal life. Founded in 1457, the university
is nestled at the edge of the breathtaking Black Forest. The city of Freiburg is renowned for its
environmental sustainability, high quality of life, and strategic location bordering France and Switzerland,

making it an ideal hub for exploring Europe.

Beyond the classroom, life in Freiburg was vibrant and fulfilling. As a fitness and bodybuilding enthusiast,
I fully utilized the university's sports facilities (Hochschulsport), where I maintained my rigorous training
schedule and connected with local students who shared my passion for weightlifting. In my downtime, I
continued to develop my side projects, and creating retro-themed pixel art inspired by the historic

European architecture around me.

The exchange also offered unparalleled opportunities for travel and logistical planning. I organized
comprehensive itineraries, including a cultural trip to London in June to explore its magnificent museums,
and a highly complex Arctic expedition in August. Traveling to Tromse and the Lofoten Islands in
Norway—experiencing the Trollfjord wildlife cruises and breathtaking fjord hikes—was a masterclass in

itinerary planning, budget management, and execution.

This experience yielded immense concrete benefits. I significantly improved my cross-cultural
communication skills, broadened my technical horizons, and developed a profound sense of independence.
Facing challenges like the famously strict German bureaucracy—from visa extensions to the Anmeldung

process—taught me the importance of meticulous preparation, patience, and proactive problem-solving.



Adapting to the culture, such as the Sunday shop closures, reshaped my routine into a healthier lifestyle,
balancing meal prep and coding with weekend hikes in the Black Forest.

In conclusion, this exchange semester solidified my career path and personal identity. It gave me the
confidence to pursue upcoming opportunities, including my master's studies at the Institute of
Information Management at National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University, and various software
engineering internships. The journey proved that with disciplined time management, one can seamlessly
integrate rigorous academic pursuits with rich, life-changing global experiences. I highly recommend the

University of Freiburg to anyone seeking a truly transformative study abroad adventure.



