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Founded in 1635 and named after the Archbishop of Hungary, Pazmany Péter
Catholic University is one of the country’s oldest institutions of higher learning. Its
campuses are located in Budapest and Esztergom, and it comprises faculties in
Humanities and Social Sciences, Law and Politics, Information Technology and Bionics,
Theology, and Canon Law. The places in this exchange program are for students from

the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences.

During my exchange period, | took two courses: History of English literature from
the Restoration to the end of the 19th century, and Armenian art and film.
History of English Literature from the Restoration to the End of the 19th Century: This
course is a large class, with nearly a hundred people in it. The teacher will pass out roll
call notes for each class. The main way of teaching is to listen to the professor read the
PPT. However, it should be noted that the exam content has nothing to do with the class
content, and the professor will not lead students to analyze texts in class, but will only
share the life of the author, which has nothing to do with the exam. This is very different
from Sun Yat-sen's literature class. There is only one final exam in the whole semester.
The professor will open several exam times for students to choose. The exam scope is
very large. There are nearly twenty novels and poems that you have to read and analyze
by yourself. On the exam day, you will select questions and take an oral exam.
Armenian Art and Film: This course is a small class, with only 8 people in the class. The
class is held in a discussion class. There are movies and books to read every week that
you need to read before class. The professor will ask questions during class, and the
professor will hope that all students will speak. It doesn’t matter if they don’t know how to
speak, and the professor will guide them. There is no exam in this class. There are three
reports to be submitted in one semester, and there is also an individual oral report. They
are all simple, and the marks given at the end of the semester are also very high. |
recommend it.

At the beginning of my exchange program, | wasn’t quite used to either the food or



the environment. It was my first time living abroad alone for so long, and | had to rely on
myself for many things. The heating in my rented room broke down in sub-zero
temperatures, which was really frustrating, but it also gave me experience in handling
things independently.

The exchange school had student buddies, but for some reason, there weren‘t any events
this semester. My classes didn’t offer many opportunities to interact with international
students, so | didn’t actually meet many. This was different from what | initially imagined,

but it wasn't too bad.

Eating out in Hungary is quite convenient and relatively inexpensive. If you want to save
money and don’t want to cook, | highly recommend kebab; any place is delicious, and
you can get a very filling meal. Pizza Me is also good and stays open late. There are
many supermarkets, and they’re quite densely packed. | personally like shopping at Spar
and Lidl; prices vary slightly between supermarkets, so it's good to compare prices.

In my spare time, | also traveled to many different countries. Although the travel process
was interesting, there were often many unexpected situations that needed to be dealt
with, such as train delays affecting your planned itinerary or arriving at your booked
accommodation only to find that it had already collapsed. These experiences can really
train your crisis management skills. | recommend that you join the “Taiwan-Europe
Exchange Students” Facebook group. There is a lot of information there, and | also met

many exchange student travel companions from different universities in this group.

During these five months of exchange, | feel I've become much more outgoing. In
Taiwan, | was quite a homebody and rather introverted, the kind of person who wouldn’t
usually interact with people unless necessary. But in Europe, | used Facebook’s
European exchange student community and Threads to find many fellow university
students who were also on exchange or studying abroad, and some of them even

became very good friends. | think this is truly my biggest gain! I'm so happy that this



exchange opportunity allowed me to see more of the world, get to know myself better,

and grow a lot.

This exchange trip was my first time in Europe, and even more so, traveling alone.
It was a milestone, a step out of my comfort zone. I'm most grateful for my family’s
support, which gave me the opportunity at 22 to experience landscapes | wouldn’t have
had in Taiwan, to interact with foreigners, to improve my English, and to develop
independence in the face of the unknown. These “firsts” fueled my desire to continue
exploring the world and made me deeply appreciate the importance of physical health
and personal strength. Going out into the world made me cherish the beauty of Taiwan
even more. The conveniences, safety, and warmth | once took for granted were given
new meaning in this foreign land. This experience taught me that broadening one’s
horizons isn't about showing off, but about learning humility and respect. | look forward
to the future, somewhere in the world, when | say “I'm from Taiwan,” I'll be greeted not

with questioning glances, but with enthusiastic and resonant affirmation.



