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2. Introduction to Community Organizing: Theory and Practice
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what this course is ...
& Anexperiment
® A bit of theory to help you understand the main ideas of organizing
e+ Practical workshops fwhich are a part of our education program for active members)
® 4 Aninvited guest speaker (7)
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To help you understand that community and social movement organizing is a eraft that
can be learned — it is not just a series of random events that simply happen to people
To show that social change toward a better world is created by organized people (not
only by power elites or cligarchs) T“‘D ‘[IONA v
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3. English for Economics II
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Examples

Hedging

. “The decision to relocate the factory has resulted in lower productivity for the

1 lower productivity for the
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“The decision to relocate the factory may have

resulted in lower productivity for the
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Studying abroad at Charles University in Prague, Czech Republic, has been one of the most valuable and
unforgettable experiences of my university life. This exchange program not only allowed me to receive
a high-quality education but also provided me with opportunities to experience a different culture,
improve my English skills, and become more independent. Throughout the semester, I learned both inside
and outside the classroom, making this journey meaningful in many aspects.

Charles University, founded in 1348 by Emperor Charles IV, is the oldest university in Central Europe
and one of the most prestigious institutions in the Czech Republic. With nearly seven centuries of
academic tradition, the university has educated many outstanding scholars and public figures. Unlike
many universities in Taiwan, Charles University has an open-campus system, where different faculties
and buildings are located throughout the city of Prague. This unique environment allowed me to
experience both academic life and the city's rich history at the same time. The university also offers
numerous English-taught courses and provides excellent support for international students through its
International Office and student organizations.

During my exchange semester, I enrolled in several interesting and challenging courses. One of my
favorite classes was Discovering the Joy of Hiking, where we explored the beautiful countryside around
Prague every week. Although the course was mainly taught in Czech, local students kindly helped

translate for international students. More importantly, this course allowed me to interact with Czech




students, learn about their culture, and build friendships beyond the classroom.

Another memorable course was Introduction to Community Organizing: Theory and Practice. The
professor, who worked for a Czech non-governmental organization, introduced us to the theory and
practice of community organizing through discussions, role-playing activities, and group projects.
Compared with the traditional lecture-based teaching style in Taiwan, this course emphasized
participation, critical thinking, and communication. It challenged me to express my opinions confidently
in English and significantly improved my speaking skills.

I also took English for Economics II, which focused on academic English in economics and finance.
Each week, we discussed topics such as taxation, accounting, and Keynesian economics while learning
professional vocabulary and academic writing skills. We participated in debates and completed a research
paper by the end of the semester. This course strengthened my reading, writing, speaking, and critical
thinking abilities, preparing me for future academic and professional challenges.

Outside the classroom, dormitory life and extracurricular activities became an essential part of my
exchange experience. I lived in Kolej Kajetanka K1, a newly renovated dormitory with comfortable
facilities. Although commuting to the city center took around 30 to 40 minutes, the convenient public
transportation system made daily travel easy.

I also actively participated in activities organized by the Erasmus Student Network (ESN). These events,
including international dinners, welcome parties, and day trips, helped me make friends from many
different countries. Through these cultural exchanges, I learned to appreciate diverse perspectives and
developed meaningful international friendships. In addition, I took every opportunity to travel across
Europe during my free time. Planning trips independently, solving unexpected problems, and adapting to
unfamiliar environments greatly strengthened my confidence and independence.

This exchange program has brought me many valuable benefits. My English proficiency improved
significantly because I used English every day in academic discussions and daily communication. I also
developed stronger problem-solving skills, time management, and adaptability while living
independently abroad. Most importantly, I built friendships with students from different cultural
backgrounds, broadening my international network and worldview.

Looking back, studying abroad at Charles University was much more than an academic exchange. It was
a journey of personal growth that taught me to embrace challenges, respect cultural differences, and step

outside my comfort zone. I became more confident, open-minded, and prepared for future opportunities




in both my academic and professional career. I am sincerely grateful to my family, National Sun Yat-sen
University, and the Ministry of Education for making this life-changing experience possible. I believe the
knowledge, friendships, and memories I gained during this exchange will continue to inspire me

throughout my life.




