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Spending my entire senior year in Germany sounds incredibly European and romantic. | studied at TU Darmstadt, a
prestigious TU9 university with two main campuses: the modern Lichtwiese for mechanical engineering, and the
historic Stadtmitte, which features classic European architecture and a green space perfect for picnics. However, the
German academic system was a major adjustment. Classes and exams are completely separate. Attendance is
optional, and there are no midterms or daily grades. Your entire result hinges on a single final exam—sometimes an

oral one—often held a month after the semester ends, which requires meticulous self-discipline.

My most rewarding yet challenging experience was Dr. Oberlack’ s "Introduction to Turbulence.” | blindly enrolled in
this renowned, master’ s-level course, severely underestimating its difficulty. The final was an intense oral exam
where | was handed blank paper and asked to derive and explain complex formulas on the spot. Halfway through, |
knew | was failing. When the professor realized | was an exchange student, he kindly comforted me and encouraged
me to keep studying the subject back home. Though | felt embarrassed at the time, | am now incredibly proud of

myself. | chose to boldly embrace a daunting challenge abroad rather than taking the easy way out.

Beyond academics, | fulfilled my dream of exploring Europe. To save money, my friends and | endured 15-hour bus
rides and slept in airports—hardships that made our travels unforgettable. Winter in Darmstadt meant gathering for
hot pot on freezing days, followed by ice skating. Ultimately, the exchange brought me four concrete benefits: a
broader, firsthand worldview independent of the news; a deep appreciation for the German ability to balance hard
work with genuine rest; a new perspective on different educational systems; and "revolutionary" friendships bonded

by our gritty, budget-travel adventures.

Of course, it wasn't always smooth sailing. My biggest crisis was housing. Despite applying for a full-year stay, |
received a sudden move-out notice right before my second semester. Trapped in a loop of sluggish administrative
replies during the Christmas holidays, | eventually marched into their office to fiercely advocate for myself. This
bureaucratic nightmare taught me to handle everything proactively and made me deeply appreciate Taiwan’ s

administrative efficiency.

Ultimately, living abroad is vastly different from merely visiting. When travel transitions into daily life, it demands

extra effort: navigating complex rules, overcoming language barriers, and adapting to a new routine. | had to get



used to cooking my own meals, remembering that REWE supermarkets are closed on Sundays, and returning from
exhausting trips only to immediately snap back into study mode. Slowly, Germany became a place of belonging.
Initially, | was deeply anxious about delaying my graduation in Taiwan to do this exchange. Yet, returning to my
familiar life, everything remains exactly as | left it, making my vibrant, colorful year in Germany feel like a dazzling

blink of an eye.

Spending a whole year in Germany wasn’ t quite as romantic as it sounds, but it was pretty cool.



