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l. BEXLS

My exchange journey was spent in Budapest, the capital of Hungary. The university | attended is
highly reputable with a long history and a beautiful campus that combines classical European
architecture with modern facilities. Thanks to its central location in the capital, public
transportation is highly accessible, making it convenient to commute or explore the city after
classes.

Academically, the learning environment was highly interactive. The course | recommend the most
is Contemporary Issues of International Politics. It was an open-discussion class with students
from diverse backgrounds, including the US, Pakistan, Cuba, France, Germany, Vietnam, and
Japan. Having such a diverse cohort meant we engaged in critical discussions from various
regional perspectives. Listening to my peers' firsthand views on global affairs was much more
insightful than any textbook, and it significantly broadened my global outlook.

Budapest is a safe and budget-friendly city for international students. The cost of living is very
reasonable compared to Western Europe, allowing me to manage my expenses easily by cooking
meals at home. Utilizing Hungary's strategic geographic location in Central Europe, | traveled to
over ten neighboring countries during weekends and holidays. These travels helped me develop
independent living skills, from itinerary planning to budget management.

My social life was equally rewarding. | met a supportive group of Taiwanese exchange students of
similar ages, and we helped each other adapt to the new environment. At the same time, through
events organized by the ESN (Erasmus Student Network), | befriended local Hungarian and
international students. Sharing cultural stories at Budapest’ s famous ruin bars was one of the
most memorable aspects of my stay.

While | was fortunate enough not to experience major crises myself, | often saw my peers deal
with challenges such as administrative delays or lost belongings. These experiences reinforced
the idea that planning and preparing early is the most effective way to prevent difficulties.
Through this program, | have grown to be more independent, resilient, and flexible when facing
unexpected circumstances.

For future exchange students, | would offer the following advice:

® Plan your budget and travels early: Take advantage of Hungary's central location by booking
train tickets and low-cost flights in advance to save on travel costs.

® Step out of your comfort zone: While staying with Taiwanese peers is comfortable, make an
effort to participate in ESN activities, talk to locals, and experience the local culture.

® Keep an open mind and be flexible: Every challenge or deviation from your plans during your
exchange will eventually become a valuable and unique memory in your life.



