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University of Mannheim is well-located in Germany, with convenient public transportation that
makes it easy to get to Frankfurt Airport, which is especially convenient for exchange students

who want to travel around Europe. In addition, the university offers a wide range of courses,



including many short-term courses. This gives students enough flexibility to balance their studies
with travelling.

| also took one project-oriented course called “Crowdfunding for Ecological Entrepreneurship,’
which was very different from the course | had experienced in Taiwan. Instead of simply learning
theories from textbook, we were asked to develop a crowdfunding project from scratch. We had
to come up with our own product, figure out how it works, develop a business plan, produce a
crowdfunding video and convince our audience to support our project. It s anything but easy,
but I learned a lot from the experience. For instance, | gained a much better knowledge about
how to develop and structure a business plan. Therefore, if you do have time, | will recommend
you to take this course. It is comprehensive and would allow you to finish a full project from
beginning to the end.

| would also strongly recommend choosing Germany as your exchange destination. Compared
with other European country, the cost of living is relatively affordable. More importantly,
Germany has so many incredible landscapes, especially for those who enjoy nature and outdoor
activities. From mountains and forests to small town, there are countless places to explore. Trust
me, you' |l never regret choosing Germany as your exchange destination.

The people | met there were also very friendly, and most Germans can speak excellent English.
Therefore, even your German is not so good, you do not need to worry too much about the
language barrier. Of course, learning some basic German conversation words is still helpful (They
might be even friendly to you), but | found English was usually enough for daily conversation.
After spending a year abroad, | become much more independent. | learned how to deal with
things on my own, how to adapt to an unfamiliar environment, and how to respond to
unexpected situations, especially when things did not go according to plan. Living abroad taught
me that | can not always rely on other people to solve my problems. Instead, | am the one who |
can trust the most.

Overall, if you are looking for adventure and still wondering whether you should go on an

exchange or not, just follow your heart and go for it. We only live once.



