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School Introduction

| spent my exchange semester at Technische Hochschule Niirnberg Georg Simon Ohm, located in Nuremberg,
Germany. It is one of the largest universities of applied sciences in Bavaria, well-known for its strong practical
orientation and close cooperation with industries. The campus is quite large and slightly scattered, but all facilities
are modern, well-maintained, and comfortable to use. There is also a park near the campus, making it easy to relax
or take a walk after class. The university has a highly international atmosphere, and students are very open and
willing to engage in discussions.

Academic Learning

During the semester, | took four courses: Lean Startup, Design Thinking, Climate and Climate Change, and German
Al

My favorite course was Design Thinking, because it introduced a completely new way of approaching problems. The
course taught us how to define problems, understand users, brainstorm ideas, and develop solutions through

structured steps. This method helped me stay calm and organized when facing complex challenges.

The teaching style in Germany is quite different from Taiwan. Classes are more interactive, and teachers often use
fill-in-the-blank exercises to help students remember professional terms. Discussions and teamwork are common,

and students are encouraged to express their opinions freely.

Life Learning

| lived in a student dormitory, which was convenient and close to the campus. Most of my daily transportation was
walking or taking the tram. Since | am not good at cooking, | often used the oven to prepare simple meals like meat,
potatoes, and vegetables. Sometimes | ate instant noodles as well. Because food prices in Germany are high,

cooking at home was the most practical option.

| met many international students from Russia, Argentina, Italy, Australia, France, Mexico, Chile, and other countries.
We often chatted, shared cultural experiences, and joined university events together. These interactions enriched my

exchange experience and broadened my perspective.



Concrete Benefits

Significant improvement in English listening and speaking
Stronger independence and problem-solving skills

Better cross-cultural communication

Ability to search and compare travel information efficiently

More confidence in interacting with strangers

Broader worldview and deeper cultural understanding

Challenges and How | Solved Them

One major challenge happened when | planned a trip to Tromsg, Norway, to see the Northern Lights. Two days
before departure, my Lufthansa flight was canceled due to a strike. The accommodation was non-refundable, so |
had to quickly search for alternatives. After comparing many options, | successfully booked a Norwegian Airlines
flight, which was even cheaper than the original one. Later, | applied for compensation from Lufthansa and received
400 euros. In the end, | still saw the Northern Lights, and the whole experience taught me how to stay calm and solve

problems efficiently.

Another challenge was the unreliable transportation in Europe. Trains were often delayed or canceled, so | had to
learn how to quickly find alternative routes. This greatly improved my ability to search for information and make

decisions under pressure.

Cultural Shock and Adaptation

The biggest cultural shock for me was the red-light district culture. In Taiwan and East Asia, sex work is often
stigmatized, but in Europe, it is treated as a normal profession. | also enjoyed watching street performances, where
people showed great respect by giving tips, even for simple performances. This made me appreciate the diversity

and openness of European culture.

On the other hand, | also saw the chaotic side of Europe, such as homeless people around train stations and the high
cost of living. By adjusting my mindset and understanding the cultural background, | gradually adapted to these

differences.

Personal Growth

The exchange semester changed me in many ways. | became calmer when facing unexpected situations, more
confident in communicating with others, and more capable of solving problems creatively. My English improved
significantly, especially listening, which now feels as natural as listening to Chinese. Most importantly, | learned that

the "foreign moon is not always brighter,” and every place has its strengths and weaknesses.

Final Thoughts



| highly recommend studying abroad in Germany. It is a valuable opportunity to grow, explore, and understand the
world from different perspectives. My six months in Europe were full of challenges, surprises, and unforgettable
experiences, and they helped shape me into a more mature and independent person.
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