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XS (English Report)

An Unforgettable Journey at Kedge Business School

My exchange year at Kedge Business School in France has been a highly transformative milestone in my academic and
professional journey. Kedge is recognized as one of the elite Grandes Ecoles in France and proudly holds the
prestigious Triple Crown accreditation (EQUIS, AACSB, and AMBA). Known for its strong industry connections and
exceptional programs in marketing and supply chain management, Kedge provided the perfect environment for me
to deepen my expertise. | was based at the Bordeaux campus, which perfectly balances state-of-the-art academic
facilities with the rich cultural and historical heritage of the region, offering a highly dynamic and international
atmosphere.

Coursework and Academic Learning During my time at Kedge, | enrolled in a diverse array of courses, including Luxury
Management, Supply Chain Management, Cross Cultural Management, Corporate Strategy in the Digital Age, and
International Business Environment.

The two courses that resonated with me the most were Luxury Management and Cross Cultural Management. In the



Luxury Management class, | collaborated with my peers on a comprehensive final project titled "Chanel Bespoke
Fragrance." We designed a highly exclusive, one-on-one customization service, focusing heavily on the "servicescape”
and sensory marketing to cater to high-net-worth clients. Our strategic proposal was awarded an outstanding score
of 16/20 by the professor. This project solidified my passion for the luxury sector and refined my strategic thinking.
Furthermore, the Cross Cultural Management course was incredibly engaging. Instead of traditional lectures, the
professor utilized practical dialogues, role-playing, and weekly business case studies. This hands-on approach allowed
us to navigate cultural nuances in real-time, teaching me how to effectively communicate and negotiate within diverse,
multicultural teams.
Extracurricular Life and Personal Growth Outside the classroom, my life was primarily driven by my career ambitions
and physical well-being. Knowing that | wanted to pursue a career in the luxury beauty and fashion industry post-
graduation, | strategically shifted my internship search focus from Bordeaux to Paris, where the heart of the luxury
industry beats. | invested a immense amount of time preparing my resume and participating in rigorous interviews
with top-tier houses like Diptyque and Qeelin. This cross-city job hunting exposed me to the high standards and
intense competition of the French luxury job market.
To balance the immense pressure from academic workload and job hunting, | made full use of the free gymnasium
provided by the school. Weight training became my sanctuary—a crucial routine to "pause" my brain, disconnect from
stress, and maintain mental clarity. The gym also served as a fantastic social hub where | interacted with classmates
outside of an academic setting and forged strong friendships with international students who shared similar lifestyle
interests.
Specific Benefits and Overcoming Challenges The specific benefits of this exchange are multifold:

1. Gained hands-on strategic formulation skills in the luxury sector.

2. Enhanced cross-cultural adaptability and negotiation techniques.

3. Successfully applied my French language skills in highly professional contexts.

4. Developed robust stress-management habits.
The journey was not without challenges. The biggest hurdle was navigating the cultural shock during professional
interviews and group discussions. The French communication style is direct, and they highly value individuals who can
confidently debate and defend their ideas. Initially, my polite and reserved nature put me at a disadvantage. However,
| overcame this by actively pushing myself out of my comfort zone, participating more aggressively in class debates,
and conducting mock interviews with French peers. This dramatically improved my assertive communication skills.
Thoughts and Suggestions This year in France has profoundly changed me, fostering an unparalleled level of
independence and psychological resilience. For future students planning to exchange in France, | highly recommend
acquiring at least a basic level of French. Even though many programs are taught in English, speaking a little French
drastically changes how locals perceive and assist you, making everyday life and administrative tasks significantly
easier. Most importantly, embrace independence. Cultivate the ability to solve problems proactively and do not be
afraid of the discomfort that comes with cultural immersion. The growth you experience on the other side is absolutely

worth it.



