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EM Normandie Exchange Report

A. About the School
Founded in 1871, EM Normandie is one of the oldest business
schools in France and is among the 1% of business
schools worldwide with triple accreditation: EQUIS, AACSB, and
AMBA . Nationally, it stands out within the very exclusive circle
of 38 management schools that are members of the Conférence
des Grandes Ecoles (CGE).

B. Course Learning
Economic Policies
In this course, the professor had everyone make name cards to
display on their desks, and called on many students to answer

questions each class. Current events were incorporated through



BBC News rather than focusing solely on theory.

Some sessions were short 20-minute tutorial sessions — the
professor would send reading materials in advance, and each
group had about 6 students. The professor would ask questions
during these sessions, so it was important to raise your hand
quickly if you knew the answer, since French students tend to
respond fast; not participating could affect your grade.

For the final project, the class was divided into left-wing and
right-wing groups, each proposing their own policy goals and
budget plans before debating against each other. Groups
usually coordinated questions with each other in advance, so
there's no need to worry too much about this part.

. Life Outside the Classroom

I'd highly recommend joining as many Welcome Week activities
as possible, since they're only held in the first semester and are a
great way to meet international students from other classes.
Mini Golf and the City Treasure Hunt were two of my favorites.
There was also a Potluck Party during the semester, where

everyone brought food from their home country to share — |



was surprised that Taiwanese instant noodles (Kagome) turned

out to be more popular than I-Mei puffs.

Free Breakfast happened almost every week, and professors

would even extend the mid-class break for it. | heard the

desserts were homemade by French students in their dorms.

Beyond school-organized events, international students also

had their own group chats and would occasionally head to the

pub together. At first, | felt like | had to go every time, worried

I'd miss out on chances to make friends, but | eventually learned

to pace myself — social life and rest both need to be balanced.

. Concrete Benefits

1. Boosted self-confidence and learned to be more
independent

2. Improved foreign language skills

3. Broadened international perspective

4. Experienced different teaching and learning styles

5. Immersed myself in European lifestyle and customs

. Reflections

Looking back, I gained far more from this experience than |



expected. | was originally assigned to this program based on my
scores in the university entrance exam, and only later discovered
that a year abroad was a graduation requirement. That year in
Europe broadened my horizons in ways | hadn't anticipated —
living independently in a foreign country, and even venturing to
places like Albania, where the infrastructure is less developed
and buses only accept cash. I'm truly grateful to my parents for
supporting my travels across Europe; the opportunity to study
abroad doesn't come around often, and this exchange
experience is actually what sparked my interest in pursuing a

master's degree abroad in the future.”



