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| was honored to spend one semester at Goethe University Frankfurt, a renowned public research
university named after the German writer and thinker Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. The university
has 16 faculties and a highly international student community. Most of my classes took place at



Campus Westend, where historic architecture and modern facilities create an enjoyable learning
environment.

| chose Goethe University because Frankfurt is one of Europe’s leading financial centers and is home
to the European Central Bank, the German Federal Bank, and many major financial institutions. As a
graduate student in International Asset Management, | hoped to broaden my understanding of
international finance from a European perspective.

During the semester, | took three courses: International Finance, Artificial Intelligence in Finance, and
A Sociology of Global China. International Finance provided a well-structured overview of exchange
rates, monetary policy, and open economies. Artificial Intelligence in Finance introduced me to both
the applications and potential risks of Al in the financial industry, including issues related to data
quality, model explainability, regulation, and ethical responsibility.

My favorite course was A Sociology of Global China. Although it was outside my major, | believe that
politics, society, and economics are closely connected. Before each class, we read assigned articles
and then discussed and questioned their arguments. For the final assessment, we prepared
arguments on selected topics and defended them in an oral discussion. The professor often identified
weaknesses in my reasoning and challenged me to consider alternative perspectives. This experience
taught me that learning involves not only acquiring knowledge but also expressing ideas clearly,
supporting arguments with evidence, and responding thoughtfully to criticism.

Outside the classroom, my greatest lesson was learning how to live independently and feel
comfortable being alone. Since | lived in a single room, | had to manage grocery shopping, cooking,
cleaning, studying, and traveling by myself. At first, living alone occasionally felt isolating, but it
gradually helped me understand my habits and emotions better. Traveling around Europe also
improved my planning, budgeting, and problem-solving skills. Arranging transportation and
accommodation taught me to remain flexible when trains were delayed or plans unexpectedly
changed.

The exchange strengthened my academic English and discussion skills while helping me become
more independent, adaptable, and confident. It also gave me opportunities to communicate with
students from different cultural backgrounds and gain broader perspectives on international financial
and social issues.

Fortunately, | did not encounter any problem that could not eventually be resolved. However, German
administrative procedures, including registration, insurance, and university systems, were sometimes
complicated and mainly explained in German. | learned to divide each problem into smaller steps,
consult official sources, ask experienced students for assistance, and keep copies of important
documents and emails.

| also had to adapt to cultural and practical differences. Compared with Taiwan, stores in Germany
close earlier and are usually closed on Sundays. Administrative processes can be slow, while public
transportation may be delayed or canceled. | adapted by shopping in advance, allowing extra travel



time, and preparing alternative plans. | also occasionally experienced culturally insensitive comments
directed at Asians. In such situations, | prioritized personal safety and avoided confrontation if the
person appeared threatening. These experiences increased my awareness of the difficulties minorities
may face and reminded me to treat people from different backgrounds with greater empathy.

My greatest personal growth was becoming more independent, flexible, and accepting of uncertainty. |
gradually developed a more positive attitude toward unexpected problems. As long as | was safe and
still had my phone, wallet, and passport, most other difficulties could eventually be resolved.

| postponed my graduation by one semester to participate in this exchange, but | believe the
experience was worth it. Exchange life was not always exciting; it also involved loneliness, uncertainty,
and daily challenges. Nevertheless, these imperfect moments made the experience meaningful. |
would encourage future exchange students to prepare carefully but not wait until they feel completely
ready. The value of an exchange lies not only in the courses taken or countries visited, but also in
leaving one’s comfort zone, understanding other cultures, and discovering greater confidence in
oneself.



