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Founded in 1906, EDHEC Business School is a premier "Grandes Ecoles" in France and a
global leader in business education, holding the prestigious "Triple Crown" accreditation.
Renowned for its Master in Finance and Management programs, which consistently rank

among the top ten globally by the Financial Times, EDHEC excels in blending academic




rigor with a robust corporate network. My semester at the Lille campus offered a unique
opportunity to experience this excellence firsthand, fostering both professional expertise
and a global perspective.

The curriculum at EDHEC provided a perfect balance of theoretical depth and practical
application. Two courses significantly shaped my academic development:

Multivariate Data Analysis: This was the most rewarding course despite its high difficulty.
The professor excelled at bridging abstract statistics with real-world business data. A
standout feature for me was the professor’ s clear American accent—a familiar comfort
that eased the comprehension of complex topics. Furthermore, the provision of
supplementary video tutorials allowed for effective self-paced review. Learning to build
models to predict consumer behavior has provided me with indispensable tools for future
data-driven management decisions.

Managerial Economics: This was my favorite course due to its high engagement level. The
professor transformed dry theories into vivid case studies, such as the "Pink Tax"—the
phenomenon where products marketed to women are priced higher. Seeing these theories
manifest in local pharmacies made the economics feel alive. The teaching structure was
also highly effective: a one-hour lecture followed by a one-hour practice session, allowing

me to immediately test my understanding and clarify doubts.

Life at EDHEC extended far beyond the classroom. | actively participated in international
student events, such as the welcome parties organized by the school and residences.
These gatherings were essential for practicing cross-cultural communication and
understanding nuanced humor within a diverse peer group. On weekends, | explored
various French cities, observing the local "Art de Vivre" (art of living). Navigating daily tasks
like grocery shopping and lease negotiations forced me to use basic French, which
significantly enhanced my adaptability and problem-solving skills in a foreign

environment.

The most significant hurdle was the infamous French administrative system. While

applying for housing subsidies and mobile contracts, | faced slow processes and a




reluctance to communicate in English. | learned to replace frustration with "polite
persistence," translating my questions into French beforehand and visiting offices in
person. This taught me that every country has its own logic; patience and direct
communication are far more effective than emotional complaints.

Additionally, the "Strike Culture" (la greve) provided a major shock. | vividly remember a
bus driver stopping mid-route to join a strike, asking all passengers to disembark. While
initially anxious, | noticed my French classmates remained unfazed. This experience taught
me to value "Buffer Time" and to embrace the unpredictability of life, learning to enjoy a

quiet coffee even when plans go awry.

The most profound transformation | experienced was the courage to step out of my
comfort zone. | evolved from a perfectionist who thrived on certainty into a resilient
individual capable of handling pressure with composure. | am now more confident in
initiating conversations with strangers and more inclusive of diverse viewpoints.

To future students, | recommend strengthening your quantitative foundation before arrival
and maintaining an open mind. While the courses are in English, learning basic French will
dramatically improve your quality of life. My time at EDHEC was a transformative odyssey
that not only enhanced my professional profile but also shaped me into a more

independent and empathetic global citizen.




