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During my exchange semester, | studied at Babes-Bolyai University (UBB) in Cluj-Napoca,
Romania. Cluj-Napoca is the second-largest city in Romania and is known as a student city.
There are many restaurants, cafés, and shops around the city, and most places can be
reached by walking or public transportation. This made my daily life quite convenient. |
also enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere of the city and had many chances to experience local
life outside the university.

During my exchange, | took two courses: International Business Models and International




Insurance. Both courses mainly involved reports and presentations. | especially
recommend International Insurance because it was a new field for me. The course
introduced different insurance topics and used cases from several European Union
countries, rather than focusing only on Romania. This helped me understand international
insurance issues from a wider European perspective. Preparing reports and giving
presentations in English also helped me improve my English communication and
presentation skills.

Because my visa was issued later than expected, | arrived after some classes had already
started. | contacted my professors and explained my situation. Fortunately, they allowed
me to make up some of the missed work, so | was able to catch up with the courses. | also
found that the class arrangements at UBB were quite different from those in Taiwan. Some
classes did not have fixed classrooms, and the time or location could change. Therefore,
students needed to check Teams regularly for the latest information. This taught me to be
more active in checking information and managing my own learning.

For my daily life, | stayed in a UBB student dormitory and shared a room with a roommate
from Morocco who is Muslim. He had different habits related to food and prayer. Although
| already knew something about Muslim culture, this was my first time living closely with
someone from this background. It gave me a more practical understanding of cultural
differences. It also helped me learn how to respect and adapt to different lifestyles in daily
life.

Outside the classroom, | also experienced local culture. | joined Cluj Days, where | watched
concerts and a drone light show. Since my dormitory was close to Cluj Arena, | also
experienced the atmosphere of local football fans during matches. | also traveled to Sibiu
and Brasov, where | saw different historical buildings and local scenery. These activities
helped me understand Romania not only as a place for studying, but also as a country with
its own culture and lifestyle.

The biggest change for me was becoming more flexible. | was already used to solving
problems by myself, but | found that people in Romania sometimes handled things
differently from people in Taiwan. Their pace was more relaxed, and things did not always

happen exactly as expected. | learned to accept different ways of doing things and adjust




my own plans when necessary. | think this is one of the most important lessons | learned
during my exchange.

Overall, my exchange at UBB was a valuable experience. | learned from my courses,
improved my English presentation skills, experienced a different university environment,
and learned more about Romanian and European culture. Most importantly, | became
more flexible and more comfortable with unfamiliar environments. | believe this

experience will be useful for my future studies and career.




