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The Czech Technical University in Prague (CTU), founded in 1707, is one of the oldest
technical universities in Europe and one of the most prestigious institutions for engineering and
technology in the Czech Republic. It is well known for its excellence in engineering, information
technology, architecture, and natural sciences.

During my exchange semester, | took two courses: Chemistry and Urban and Landscape
Planning of the 21st Century, both offered by the Faculty of Civil Engineering. The Chemistry
course consisted of both lectures and seminars. The grading was based solely on the final

examination and seminar attendance. The course content was relatively straightforward, and



most of the lecture material could be studied independently, making it an excellent choice for
beginners or students looking for a manageable academic workload.

The second course, Urban and Landscape Planning of the 21st Century, was very different
from my major at National Sun Yat-sen University, so it introduced me to a completely new field.
Since most of the students were international students, the professor began with the
fundamentals, including the history of architecture and the basic concepts of urban planning.
This teaching approach made the course accessible even for students with no prior knowledge of
the subject.

Living abroad also changed my perspective in many ways. | realized that people in Europe
generally focus on their own lives and are less concerned with judging others. In contrast, people
in Taiwan often pay close attention to others' appearances and daily behaviors, such as clothing
or makeup. This cultural difference gave me the confidence to step outside my comfort zone. For
example, | joined volleyball games where | did not know anyone and started conversations with
international students in the shared kitchen. These experiences helped me become more
confident and independent.

More importantly, this exchange broadened my horizons. By interacting with people from
different countries, | learned that there are many ways to live, work, and solve problems. | also
observed that some policies and social systems abroad are worth learning from. This experience
made me realize that my future career and personal development do not have to be limited to
Taiwan. Instead, | became more open to pursuing opportunities and building connections

around the world.



Among all the places | visited during my exchange, | would most highly recommend Iceland,
the Dolomites in Italy, and Porto in Portugal.

Iceland was unlike anywhere | had ever been. The breathtaking landscapes, the powerful
winds that left everyone's faces bright red, and the unforgettable glacier hiking experience made
me truly appreciate the raw beauty and solitude of nature. It remains one of the most memorable
trips of my life.

The Dolomites, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Italian Alps, were equally impressive.
Reaching the summit of Seceda after hiking with my own strength gave me an incredible sense
of accomplishment. | had never climbed such a high mountain before, and standing at the top
while admiring the spectacular scenery was an emotional and unforgettable moment.

For a relaxing city walk, | would recommend Porto. | visited in early April, when many
European countries were still experiencing cold winter weather, but Porto was warm and
pleasant. The city is famous for its delicious Portuguese egg tarts, charming streets, and
welcoming atmosphere. Unlike many popular tourist destinations, Porto did not feel overly
commercialized. Walking across the iconic Dom Luis | Bridge while enjoying the beautiful

riverside view was the perfect ending to my exchange travels.



