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EDHEC Business School, founded in 1906, stands among France's prestigious Grande Ecoles and consistently
ranks highly in the Financial Times European Business School Rankings. Holding the "triple crown"
accreditations (EQUIS, AACSB, AMBA), EDHEC maintains campuses in Lille, Nice, Paris, London, and Singapore. |
chose the Nice campus for its International Finance program, renowned for rigorous, practice-oriented financial

training.

During my exchange, | enrolled in the M2 International Finance (CCM track), completing 6 courses totaling over
20 ECTS as required. The French Course (Al level) provided a relaxed environment with interactive speaking
practice and cultural insights, easing daily life adaptation. Leadership and Managerial Skills featured dynamic
group case studies with international peers, honing cross-cultural leadership skills. Financial Derivatives (Cycle
A) delivered intensive model derivations from Black-Scholes to Greeks, FRA/Swaptions, and fixed-income risk
management. Empirical Methods in Finance transformed Python data analysis into systematic tools for
regressions, VaR estimation, Fama-French factor analysis, and machine learning applications in finance.
Derivatives and Structured Products advanced risk-neutral pricing of complex instruments using FinancePy,
bridging sell-side and buy-side perspectives. Factor Investing connected asset pricing theory with multi-asset
factor strategies across equities, bonds, currencies, and commaodities, fostering critical evaluation of smart beta

products.

Beyond academics, Nice's leisurely lifestyle enriched my experience. Weekends involved Promenade des Anglais
strolls and exploring southern French towns and northern Italian cities. Language barriers faded through daily
French practice, while multicultural interactions deepened cultural appreciation. Witnessing textbook-famous
landmarks and masterpieces across Europe—from grand museums to historic sites—provided profound

historical insights, expanding my worldview far beyond local discoveries.

The exchange also fostered invaluable soft skills. Regular interactions with ambitious, career-focused peers from
diverse backgrounds sharpened my global perspective and professional networking abilities, essential for future

finance careers.

Key benefits include:

o Enhanced quantitative finance skills through advanced derivatives pricing, empirical methods, and factor
investing

o Cross-cultural communication proficiency from leading diverse teams and navigating language barriers

o French language ability enabling independent daily interactions and deeper cultural immersion

o Global professional networks with career-driven peers worldwide

The primary challenge was the demanding 20+ ECTS load with shifting Cycle A/B schedules, managed through
international WhatsApp study groups sharing progress, notes, and deadlines. A cultural shock was Nice's
fragmented transport systems (Lignes d'Azur vs. Zou buses), resulting in a €40 fine for using the wrong ticket—

resolved by developing pre-trip transport research habits for every destination.

This exchange transformed my time management, teaching me to squeeze travel into intensive coursework



through solo trips, overnight buses, and contingency plans. Even meticulous planning couldn't eliminate
variables like delays or weather changes, so | adopted multiple backup strategies, embracing uncertainty with
confidence rather than anxiety. These experiences-built resilience and adaptability, qualities I'll carry into
professional life.

In reflection, EDHEC's exchange program intensity exceeds most schools, demanding 20+ ECTS of advanced
coursework amid ambitious, career-driven peers. Yet it delivers world-class practical knowledge and global
exposure. | strongly encourage future students to step beyond comfort zones and seize such opportunities—

the personal and professional growth far outweighs the challenges, creating irreplaceable memories.



